Self-Denial by Irish, Tom
Sketch
Volume 25, Number 1 1958 Article 5
Self-Denial
Tom Irish∗
∗Iowa State College
Copyright c©1958 by the authors. Sketch is produced by The Berkeley Electronic Press (bepress).
http://lib.dr.iastate.edu/sketch
Self-Denial
Tom Irish
Abstract
He wanted to be an artist, but thought he hadn’t art enough. He wanted to be a man of Science,
but thought he wasn’t smart enough...
They will curtain us away. 
We won't be where we can be 
We can't be where we are. 
Under water giggling 
At the wriggling 
Glare we are. 
Sliding under mountains 
Gliding over fountains 
Skirting 
Flirting 
Shaking 
Quaking. 
Screaming! 
For even this dream will fail. . . 
Reality will stalk us quietly 
Til we are trapped 
Into dying 
For our lives. 
- M. / . Miles, Sc. '$8 
Self-Denial 
He wanted to be an artist, 
but thought he hadn't art enough. 
He wanted to be a man of Science, 
but thought he wasn't smart enough. 
He wanted to be a generous friend, 
but thought he hadn't gold enough. 
He wanted to be a soldier, 
but thought he wasn't bold enough. 
He wanted to be a man of God, 
but thought he wasn't high enough. 
He wanted to be so many things, 
but didn't want to try enough. 
— Tom Irish, Sc. ' ^ 8 
